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Enforcement of Coastal and
!Vlarine Environmental Laws
in the Sulu-Sulawesi Seas

While the Philippines has many '

reasons to develop its marine TR i et
protected areas (MPAs), the day-to-day :
responsibility for maintaining it falls on
many stakeholders. More often, once
MPAs are established, communities
struggle with lack of funding,
government support and facilities,
and weak enforcement of coastal and
marine environmental laws.

While there are numerous laws

that provide policy and regulatory
framework for coastal management,
these laws are not enforced fully for
a variety of reasons. Oftentimes, laws
are poorly understood and resources
allocated for their enforcement

and prosecution are frequently not

enough. ;
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protected islands, namely, Lankayan,
Bilean and Tegaipil. These islands are
located off Sandakan, Sabah in Sulu
Sea. It is a secondary nesting area for
sea turtles and its surrounding waters
are used as foraging and feeding
areas by turtles.

Lankayan Island is fully developed for
dive tourism. Occasionally, tourists
get the opportunity to witness the
emergence of turtle hatchlings from
the nursery which maintains eggs
laid on the island. Development of
facilities on Bilean Island started in
2007 while Tegaipil has no facilities
atall.

Cl and Reef Guardian aim to
strengthen the management of SIMCA
by establishing sea turtle monitoring
and increasing law enforcement
activities. While the project’s duration
was from June 2006 to January 2008,
it formed part of a regular long-

term monitoring program being
established to improve the overall
management and environmental
law enforcement in SIMCA. The
partnership with Cl contributed

in increasing the capacity of

Reef Guardian staff for enhanced
management of SIMCA. To improve
law enforcement, Cl supported the
recruitment of three additional

staff (i.e., 1 marine technician and 2
enforcement crew) bringing to 10
the total number of Reef Guardian
staff. Their capacities were enhanced
through training on basic navigation,
use of global positioning system, and
radar operation. They were trained
by the Sabah Wildlife Department as
honorary wildlife wardens, providing
them knowledge and skills in the
process of stopping fishing boat/
vessels, search and inspection,
determination of activities that violate
the Wildlife Conservation Enactment
of 1997 and familiarization with
endangered and CITES-listed species,
and report writing.

The various capacity-building

activities yielded the following results:

1. Sea patrol around SIMCA
progressively increased from 56
patrols in 2005 to 100 in 2006 and
134 in 2007 (239% increase from
2005 baseline);

2. Fishing boats stopped and
inspected increased from 77
in 2006 to 118 in 2007 (153%
increase);

3. Total boats detained increased
from 5 in 2006 to 16 in 2007 (31%
increase);

4. In December 2006, a fishing
trawler was stopped and one live
female turtle was found caught
in the net. The boat was detained
and its crew strictly warned.

5. In 2007, one fishing boat
using sodium cyanide, was
apprehended near Lankayan
Island in February; one at
Tegaipil Island in October. Three
dynamite fishing boats were
arrested around Lankayan Island
in October-November during
joint operations with Marine
Police Sabah. Fishing boats were

confiscated and boat owney.
fined.

Despite these gains, there remains

a need to expand law enforcement
efforts in SIMCA, through increased
manpower, improvement of facilities
(e.g., more sensitive radar system
and patrol boats) and expansion of
cooperation with law enforcement
agencies. There is also a need

to source funds to support law
enforcement expansion.

Project support for floating ranger
stations and patrolling in the Berau
Coastal and Marine Conservation
Area (Indonesia) has resulted in

the apprehension of and legal
proceedings against a foreign vessel
with 12 crew and carrying 387 dead
sea turtles. Legal support was
provided to a case against a foreign
fishing vessel caught in the Philippine
Turtle Islands.

Although not specifically focused

on environmental law enforcement,
the Malaysia-Philippine Border Patrol
Coordinating Group, the Malaysia-
Indonesia (MALINDO) Operation and
the Philippines-Indonesia Permanent
Joint Working Group on Maritime and
Ocean Concerns, also continue to
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