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Reef Guardian Sdn Bhd is a private, non-profit company that has been appointed by the State 

Government of Sabah to fully managed Suguds Islands Marine Conservation Area (SIMCA), in close 

cooperation with Sabah Wildlife Department. 
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Executive Summary 

 

This annual report summarizes the works and events that were carried out by Reef Guardian 

throughout the year of 2018. 

 

The total number of sea turtles nests at Lankayan Island had slightly declined in comparison to the 

year in prior, with 417 nests recorded and 411 nests were safely transferred to the island’s 

hatcheries, at which a total of 31, 423 hatchlings had hatched from these nests and were released 

into the sea. In Billean Island, there was a slight increase of total number of sea turtle nests, with 30 

nests recorded and 28 nests were transferred to the island’s hatchery. The incubation of 3, 7893 

confiscated sea turtle eggs handed by Sabah Wildlife Department was conducted, though there were 

merely 13 hatchlings produced. The Adopt-A-Nest programme received large increase in donation, 

with 521 sea turtle nests adopted.  

 

Reef Check surveys were conducted at 44 sites (35 at Lankayan and 8 at Billean);The average 

percentage live coral cover (LCC) at Lankayan, which is considered as “fair”. This is a slightly higher 

percentage, which may also be due to low bleaching percentage as compared to year 2017, where 

bleaching event occurred intensively and extensively around the conservation area. Furthermore, 

there were only 171 Crown-of-Thorns recorded at this year, which was greatly lower than in 2016 

where outbreak of the coral predators were noted. The LCC at Billean, however was lower than the 

previous years, which was believed to be caused by the random sampling at its very dynamic fringing 

reef profile. 

 

Reef Guardian enforcement team had conducted 210 sea patrols, with a total of 75 boats were 

intercepted and checked. Out of 4 detainment conducted by the team for further investigation, only 

one case that were handed over to the General Operations Force for prosecution. 

 

There was an increase by 43.6% of tourist arrivals in Lankayan in comparison to the year 2017, with 

the increase in visitors from Asia and European and America; Asian tourists dominated the total 

tourist arrival, with the large increase of 78% of tourist in comparison to the year 2017.  

 

Reef Guardian team attended conferences, training and workshops, and other events which 

included after-season beach cleanup, Honorary Wildlife Warden training, Sabah Society talk, wildlife 

education & awareness programme, enforcement and field staff capacity building, shark 

conservation consultation session, Asia Pacific Coral Reef Symposium, Sabah Sharks & Rays Forum, 

International Marine Conservation Congress, stakeholder consultation meeting on the IUCN Green 

List of Protected & Conserved Areas Standard, Seaventures Conservation Talk, Sabah Parks Honorary 

Ranger training, SIMCA enforcement steering committee meeting, Chinese consul visit, marine 

conservation outreach programme, Borneo Eco-Film Festival, Tun Mustapha Park Development 

Workshop and Introduction to Servay 123 application.  Reef Guardian was also honored with two 

awards during the Honorary Wildlife Warden’s Excellence Award. 

 


