
 

SIMCA ANNUAL REPORT 2017  
 
 
 

 

Reef Guardian Sdn Bhd 
1st Floor, Block C, Lot 38, Bandar Tyng,  
Mile 6, North Road, 90000 Sandakan  

Sabah Malaysia 
Tel: +60-89675999/89278002 

Fax: +60-89674111 
Web-site: www.reefguardian.com.my 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/ReefGuardian 

http://www.reefguardian.com.my/


 
Suggested Citation  

Reef Guardian Sdn. Bhd. (2018) SIMCA Annual Report 2017. Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysia. 97pp.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Produced by Reef Guardian Sdn. Bhd.  

Written by Leony Sikim, Davies Austin Spiji, Edwin Alberto, Aarston Friend Dickson, and Nur Abidah 

Zaaba  

Reviewed by Dr. Achier Chung  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reef Guardian Sdn. Bhd. is a private, non-profit company that has been appointed by the State 

Government of Sabah to fully manage Sugud Islands Marine Conservation Area (SIMCA), in close 

cooperation with Sabah Wildlife Department.  
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Executive Summary 

This annual report summarises the works and events that were conducted by Reef Guardian 

throughout the year 2017. 

 

There was a slight decrease of nesting number in the year of 2017, with a total of 422 nests safely 

transferred into the hatcheries in Lankayan Island. A total of 31, 366 hatchlings had successfully 

hatched and released into the sea. There were two female seas that were released at the sea after 

they were rescued in Sandakan. The Adopt-A-Nest programme received better reception in 2017 in 

comparison to the previous year, with 163 nests adopted.  

 

Reef Check surveys were conducted at 33 sites (25 Lankayan reefs, and 8 Billean reefs). The average 

percentage of live coral cover (LCC) at shallow and deep sites were lower than in 2016, with an 

average of 37.5%; though most of the reefs remained at the ‘fair’ condition, which were also noted 

during coral cover survey, where the permanent sites were in ‘fair’ condition. The decrease of the 

LCC percentage might be resulted from mini outbreaks of coral predators, the Crown-of-Thorns 

(COTs) at the reefs within SIMCA, where the COTs might probably originated from outside of SIMCA 

and/or COTs might increase in population as a result of warm seawater temperature during 

Southwest monsoon that can induce the spawning activities of the COTs. COTs cleanup efforts by 

Reef Guardian team removed a total of 12,693 COTs from 13 reefs by diving and snorkelling.  The 

decrease in LCC percentage might also be due to the coral bleaching events at SIMCA reefs as a 

result of the warm seawater temperature during Southwest monsoon, which killed some corals 

colonies at the reefs. The bleaching of corals subsided at the end of the year when the seawater 

temperatures cooled down. Humphead wrasse surveys were conducted in 2017, where only 17 

humphead wrasses were sighted, with 13 individuals were spotted at Lankayan’s fringing reef. 

 

In 2017, Reef Guardian enforcement team conducted 209 sea patrols within SIMCA, with 40 sea 

patrols were stopped and checked. There were 3 fishing boats that were detained in Lankayan 

Island, one fishing boat detained at Billean and there was one case that was handed over to the 

Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency over fish bombing materials possession. 

 

There was 4.2% increase of tourist arrivals in Lankayan in comparison to the year 2016, with 2,152 

tourists from various countries came to visit Lankayan Island. The number of tourists from Europe 

has decreased over the years but the number of Asia tourist have increased drastically that the 

number of Asian tourists outnumbered the number of Europe tourists in 2017. The growing number 

of Asian tourists was significantly contributed by the incoming Chinese tourists from China. 

 

Reef Guardian team attended conservation and enforcement training and workshops, which 

included the Sabah’s sea turtle conservation standard operating procedure workshop, sea turtle 

crime investigation and prosecution training, and Sandakan’s shark conservation consultation 

sessions. Reef Guardian representative was also invited to give a talk during honorary ranger course 

by Sabah Parks, and to join in education awareness roadshow in primary schools.  Reef Guardian 

enforcement team had also organised an enforcement meeting in Billean in the month of October, 



which subsequently followed by a beach cleanup event named as Project IMPACT that involved 

many organisations from enforcement agency, tertiary institutions, NGOs and individual volunteers 


