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Reef Guardian is a private, non-profit company that is appointed by the State Government of Sabah 

to fully manage Sugud Islands Marine Conservation Area (SIMCA), in close cooperation with Sabah 

Wildlife Department. 
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This report comprises summaries of works and programs that were implemented within SIMCA 
throughout the year 2014. 

In the turtle monitoring program, a total of 334 sea turtles were transferred and incubated in 
Lankayan’s sea turtle hatcheries, and another 14 sea turtles nests were transferred and incubated at 
Billean’s sea turtle hatchery. The number of sea turtle nesting had dropped at approximately 60% 
from the previous year in Lankayan, though there was a slight increase in number of nesting at 
Billean. Peak nesting period was from the month of July to October, at which about 60% of the total 
nests were laid over the four months. The average hatching rate for incubated nests was at 79.9% at 
Lankayan Island, and 66.8% at Billean Island. Adopt-a-Nest program received a positive response 
from guests, especially foreigner tourist since it started in August 2012. However, the number of 
adoption in 2014 was lesser than the year before, with only 253 nests adopted. 
 
SIMCA reefs were noted to experience bleaching in early July 2014. At the reefs, some group of 
corals was seen to bleach either partially or entirely. It is suspected that the bleaching occurred due 
to the constant high temperature at the reefs during the phenomenon. Aside from the bleaching 
event, a blooming of turf algae was also noted at the intertidal areas at the northern and northwest 
parts of the island. This phenomenon was first noted in mid-August and it lasted until end of the 
year.  
 
SIMCA enforcement team conducted a total of 302 sea patrols within SIMCA, which was more 
frequent than the previous years in 2012 and 2013. Forty vessels were stopped and checked and 36 
boat captains/ boatman were given a warning and briefed on SIMCA rules and regulation. There was 
a boat that was detained in Lankayan Island and another two boats in Billean Island for further 
investigation, though there was no boat being prosecuted in that year. 
 
Three undergraduate students from UMS conducted their 8-week industrial training with Reef 
Guardian from 1st July until 6th September 2014. Each of these students was assigned a task to carry 
out an individual mini project and at the same time, they were given the opportunity to assist in sea 
turtle monitoring, education, cleanup and awareness program. 
 
Reef Guardian celebrates its 10th anniversary after years of committing its purpose in marine 
conservation, more exclusively in managing SIMCA. The year also marks the anniversary of long 
services by three Reef Guardian staffs who worked with organisation since it was newly established.  
 
A community program was conducted on 14th-16th October 2014 to raise the awareness on the 
current fisheries issues and the importance of having SIMCA for fisheries in the long run. Also, Reef 
Guardian participated in Borneo Rhythm of Rimba Wildlife Festival on 3rd and 4th October 2014, and 
50th Anniversary of Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre on 11th and 12th October 2014 by setting 
up its booth to showcase the conservation efforts by Reef Guardian and to raise awareness amongst 
the public on marine conservation. 
 
Furthermore, five blast detectors were deployed within SIMCA in August 2014, where the data from 

these detectors are to be utilised by Reef Guardian enforcement team and the local government 

enforcement agencies to strengthen their strategies to combat fish bombing practices. Aside from 

these detectors, two temperature loggers were deployed at the shallow and deep reefs of Lankayan 

in October 2014 to record and monitor water temperature at the reefs and spot change and pattern 

in temperatures. 

 


