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Executive Summary 

Presented herein is the SIMCA Annual Report for 2013. Reef Guardian program consists of five (5) main 

components which are marine conservation, environmental protection, SIMCA enforcement, education 

and outreach and lastly the ecotourism. This report comprised summary of works and programs that 

implemented within SIMCA from January to December 2013. 

Sea turtle monitoring program successfully recovered and relocated 845 nest in 2013. The annual 

nesting is the highest recorded ever since the program started. Peak nesting month fall on July to 

September. Total of 74,405 eggs incubated in the hatcheries with good hatching success reached 83.1%, 

thus total of 61,795 hatchlings were successfully released to the sea. The increased nesting were from 

green turtle, hawksbill turtle nesting remained constant or slightly reduced to 33 nests in compared to 

2012. While, the nesting activity at Billean Island remained low at total of 9 nests in 2013. The "Adopt-A-

Nest" program that started since August 2012 have been gaining good supports from SIMCA visitors. In 

2013, total of 262 adoptions were recorded. The responses from tourist were overwhelming.  

In 2013, several reefs around Lankayan Islands were attacked by crown-of thorn starfish (COTs). Clean-

up or physically removal of COTs were conducted to reduced impact to the reefs. Total of 100 dives 

(about 600 hours dives) were conducted for this purpose. Total of 9877 COTs were removed from 8 

reefs, and most affected reefs were East Reef and Moray Reef that located at East and Northeast from 

Lankayan Island.  

Enforcement team conducted total of 221 sea patrol in 2013, which is slightly lower in compared to 257 

sea patrol logged in 2012. Total of 114 boats stopped and checked. However, no prosecution was 

recorded in 2013.  

On 9th June 2013, Sugud Island Marine Research Centre (SIMRC) was officiated by Assistant Minister of 

Tourism, Culture and Environment, Datuk Pang Yuk Ming. In conjunction to this event, the signing of 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between Reef Guardian, Sabah Wildlife Department and Cardiff 

University was conducted to secure partnership in the management of SIMRC for marine research, 

education and conservation. 

On 15th September 2013, Reef Guardian organized a one-day beach and underwater clean-up event at 

Billean and Tegaipil Islands in conjunction with the International Clean-up Day: Project A.W.A.R.E. The 

theme of this event is “Act Toward Ocean Conservation”, with the aim to turn marine environmental 

awareness into actions to protects and conserves the ocean. The event was participated by 45 people 

from government agencies and NGOs. Total of 20.8 kg of rubbish from Billean house reef (underwater) 

and 522.1kg of rubbish from Billean and Tegaipil beaches were collected. 

 


