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Executive Summary 

 
Presented herein is the Annual Report 2007. Reef Guardian’s program consists of four main 
components, which are marine conservation, environmental conservation, marine enforcement and 
ecotourism. This report comprises of a summary of programmes and work from January to 
December 2007.  
 
In 2007, sea turtle nesting decreased compare to 2006. Recorded total of 158 nests comprised of 
31% from Hawksbill turtle nests. The hatching rate was improved to 80% in average compared to 
70% in 2006. In 2007 we released 12,512 of Green and Hawksbill hatchlings to the sea. As for the 
Crown-of-Thorn starfish, the population decreased after the massive clean-up since 2005. The 
infected reefs located at the South in 2007. Unlike 2005 & 2006 which reefs infected were located 
in north and east of Lankayan Island. The size composition and distribution of COTs starfish 
tended to associated with the reef morphology such as reef depth, coral cover and types. In 
particular adult COTs were found at the deeper reef at 14-20m reef slope, in contrast smaller COTs 
were more likely to be found in shallow reef.  
 
A mass death of corals on the reef flat of Lankayan Island in January 2007, following 13 days (2-15 
Jan) of continuous rainfall on mainland. Mean water salinity was recorded low 25.4 ppt  compared 
to usual which was 31ppt. The water was recorded greenish to brownish and suspect contained 
high sediment concentration. The death of the corals, sea cucumbers and giant clams were 
observed after day 12.The event greatly reduced coral cover on the shallow reef range 0.5-4m. 
Survey were done over the shallow fringing reef, recorded mean percentage of hard coral cover 
reduced to 33%.  
 
With strengthen of enforcement activities in 2006 that prosecuted three dynamite fishing activities 
near Lankayan Island. The overall illegal fishing by using dynamite greatly reduced in 2007. Almost 
zero dynamite fishing vessel sighted. Total of 157 sea patrol recorded in 2007 and three fishing 
vessel were prosecuted and one of it was fishing with sodium cyanide for live fish trade. 
 
The first trial education program with Green or Been Team from Sung Siew School was held on 
May 2008. The program invited about 10 students from the school to participated in Reef Guardian 
conservation works. Additionally Reef Guardian awarded US$41,000.00 from National Fisheries 
and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) in the project title “Enforcement and Education Outreach in 
Malaysia”. The project main objectives are to enforce SIMCA rules and regulations in collaboration 
with state and federal agencies, and raise marine conservation awareness through community 
outreach. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 


