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Executive Summary 

 
Presented herein is the Annual Report 2006. Reef Guardian program consists of four main 
components which are marine conservation, environmental conservation, marine enforcement and 
ecotourism. This report comprised summary of programmes and works from January to December 
2006.  
 
In 2006, sea turtle nesting showed high success in nesting. The total increase of nesting is about 
60% higher compared to 2005. Green turtle nesting had significantly increased whereby Hawksbill 
turtle nesting had remained constant for the past five years. As for Crown-of-thorn starfish 
population, it has decreased in 2006. Total COT starfish removed from 11 dive sites in 2006 was 
7863. The total number decreased 57% compared to 2005 that recorded 13,752 COT starfish 
removed from 8 dive sites. The physical removal of COT starfish has significantly reduced the 
entire population of COT in Lankayan’s reef.  
 
Day and night sea patrol is carried out at least twice a week around SIMCA. In general, the number 
of boat intrusion in SIMCA is low during day time. However, number of boat entering SIMCA region 
recorded high based on radar information. On September 15, a dynamite fishing boat was arrested 
by Sandakan Marine Police with joint efforts by Reef Guardian’s enforcement team led by Ricky 
Chin and Edwin Alberto. The boat was arrested because they were caught using dynamite on one 
of the dive sites at north of Lankayan Island. A similar joint effort on November 1 enabled us to 
arrest two dynamite fishing boats at north of Lankayan Island. These operations had reduced the 
number of dynamite fishing around Lankayan Island in the following month.    
 
On 27th to 29th of September 2006, five Reef Guardian staff and one Lankayan Island Dive Resort 
staff underwent Wildlife Honorary Warden Course that organized by Sabah Wildlife Department & 
Reef Guardian. Such training provides our enforcement team full authorization to stop, inspect, 
report and arrest any illegal activities within SIMCA region.  
    
In 2006, Reef Guardian has received a funding of US$20,000 from Conservation International – 
Philippine to support project entitled “Strengthening Sea Turtle Monitoring and Enforcement in the 
Sugud Islands Marine Conservation Area”. The allocated timeline for this project is one and the half 
year commencing from June 2006 to January 2008. In April 2006, Reef Guardian has received a 
generous donation of Euro 400.00 from Mr. & Mrs. Loessbers and that fund was used to partially 
purchase 1000 of turtle tags from United State. This donation enabled Reef Guardian to implement 
the sea turtle tagging program in SIMCA.    
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